
Lectio Divina
• What is it, and how is it done? This video clearly answers these questions.
• You may find it meaningful to practice lectio divina using portions of  Sunday’s scripture readings in the 

week following a sermon.  
Read Acts in one sitting this summer or fall. The average reader can read the book in two hours.  

Bible Reading Aids
The Bible Project: creative, short video teachings that provide overviews of  biblical books and themes from the 
Bible.  
Overview of  Acts

• Acts 1–12  –– This video offers a succinct and engaging overview of  Acts 1–12. 
• Acts 13–28 –– This video offers a succinct and engaging overview of  Acts 13–28.

Major Themes in Acts
• The Kingdom of  God  “In this video we trace the origins of  the word “gospel” and how it ties the story 

of  the Old Testament together with the story of  Jesus and his announcement of  God’s kingdom. Jesus 
brought God’s rule and reign to the world in a very upside-down way, which is the best news you could 
ask for.”

• The Holy Spirit  “In this video we explore the original meaning of  the biblical concept of  “spirit” and 
what it means that God’s Spirit is personally present in all of  creation. Ultimately, the Spirit was revealed 
through Jesus and sent out into the lives of  his followers to bring about the new creation.”

How to Read the Bible
In this series of  videos, the folks at the Bible Project provide a wonderful way to improve your reading of  the 
Bible. “The How to Read the Bible series walks through each literary style found in the Bible, and how each 
uniquely contributes to the overall whole. While the Bible is one unified story, it cannot all be read in the same 
way, as each literary style lives by its own rules and structure; this we will explore in detail in each video. . . . This 
series should help you understand what the Bible is, and the story it tells. But, perhaps even more importantly, it 
will teach you how to read it for yourself  in light of  the various literary styles that make each section of  the Bible 
unique in its own way.” 

Theology of Work Project 
• Acts And Work

gACTS STUDY RESOURCES

http://ascensionpresents.com/video/what-is-lectio-divina/
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/acts/
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/acts/
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/gospel-kingdom/
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/holy-spirit/
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/how-to-read-the-bible/
https://www.theologyofwork.org/new-testament/acts


Acts for Everyone by N. T. Wright
• Part 1: Chapters 1–12 –– This book is an accessible commentary on Acts 1–12 and is a wonderful com-

panion to reading the book of  Acts. 
• Part 2: Chapters 13–28 –– This book is the second volume of  N. T. Wright’s accessible commentary on 

Acts, covering chapters 13–28. 

Books
The True Story of  the Whole World: Finding Your Place in the Biblical Drama  
by Craig Bartholomew and Michael Goheen  
“Have you wondered how the Bible hangs together, or how to make sense of  it all? The Bible isn’t a set of  separate books: it’s a 
compelling drama that unfolds from beginning to end. This book unfolds Scripture in six ‘acts’––from the establishment of  God’s 
kingdom to the ‘return of  the King.’ The authors clearly show God working in the world and in the lives of  people to establish the 
great kingdom that has been God’s plan from the beginning. Learn how God’s story continues in our lives here and now, and how 
to discover our meaning and place in it. Great for seasoned Christians looking for a new way to read the Bible as well as for new 
believers who want to understand the Scriptures.”

40 Days with the Holy Spirit 
by Jack Levison
“40 Days with the Holy Spirit will inspire you to encounter God in fresh and surprising ways. You’ll develop stronger spiritual 
muscles as you breathe, read, reflect, and pray—all with an eye to cultivating a relationship with the least familiar member of  the 
Trinity. The book is interactive, offering the opportunity to write and pray each day; intelligent, rooted in a rigorous study of  scrip-
ture, from Genesis to Revelation; and inviting, with 40 insightful, well-planned 20-30 minute daily exercises; and prayerful, with 
40 original prayers that capture each day’s insight into the deep, spiritual work of  the Holy Spirit.” 

Life Together 
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
“After his martyrdom at the hands of  the Gestapo in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his witness in the hearts of  Christians 
around the world. His Letters and Papers from Prison became a prized testimony to Christian faith and courage, read by thousands. 
Now in Life Together we have Pastor Bonhoeffer’s experience of  Christian community. This story of  a unique fellowship in an un-
derground seminary during the Nazi years reads like one of  Paul’s letters. It gives practical advice on how life together in Christ can 
be sustained in families and groups. The role of  personal prayer, worship in common, everyday work, and Christian service is treated 
in simple, almost biblical, words. Life Together is bread for all who are hungry for the real life of  Christian fellowship.”

A Fellowship of  Differents: Showing the World God’s Design for Life Together 
by Scot McKnight  
“In this compelling book, Scot McKnight shares his personal experience in the church as well as his study of  the Apostle Paul to an-
swer this significant question:  What is the church supposed to be? The church the Apostle Paul talks about is designed by God to be 
a fellowship of  difference—how people differ socially—and differents—how people differ culturally. God did not design the church to 
be a two-hour experience on Sunday but a mixture of  people from all across the map and spectrum: men and women, rich and poor, 
Caucasians or African Americans, and Mexican Americans, Latin Americans, Asian Americans, and Indian Americans, and a 
mixture of  people with varying personalities and tastes. The church is God’s world-changing social experiment of  bringing unlikes 
and differents to the table to share life with one another as a new kind of  family.  When this happens we show to the world what 
love, justice, peace, reconciliation, and life together is designed by God to be. The church is God’s show-and-tell for the world to see 
how God wants us to live as a family.”

https://www.amazon.com/Acts-Everyone-Part-One-Testament/dp/0664227953/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525705734&sr=8-1&keywords=acts+for+everyone
https://www.amazon.com/Acts-Everyone-Part-Two-Testament/dp/0664227961/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1525705734&sr=8-3&keywords=acts+for+everyone
https://www.amazon.com/True-Story-Whole-World-Biblical/dp/1592554768/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525716334&sr=1-1&keywords=the+true+story+of+the+whole+world
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1612616380/ref=ox_sc_mini_detail?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Together-Exploration-Christian-Community/dp/0060608528/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1520444298&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310277671/ref=ox_sc_mini_detail?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=A2OFSSW92I9WWI

